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own State, in a namesake scholarship 
program at Oklahoma City University, 
a corridor on the northeast side of 
Oklahoma City, a classroom at the 
University of Central Oklahoma, by 
the designation of the Oklahoma City 
Public Schools District building as The 
Clara Luper Center, and naming the 
African American studies department 
at the University of Oklahoma after 
her. 

As a lifelong Oklahoman and rep-
resentative of the Fifth Congressional 
District, and as an American, I recog-
nize how we are beneficiaries of Clara 
Luper’s efforts to create a more just 
and equitable place to live. I cannot 
and will not take that history and im-
pact for granted. 

Although we have come so far be-
cause of her sacrifices and the sac-
rifices of other heroes during the civil 
rights era, there is so much work to be 
done. Even with the number of acco-
lades given to her, the best way we can 
honor Ms. Luper is to uphold her leg-
acy through commitment to justice 
and equality in the policies that we 
propose. 

She knew that democracy is not a 
spectator sport. It is our duty as a Con-
gress and as Americans to make good 
on the constitutional promise of estab-
lishing justice and ensuring domestic 
tranquility, so we must continue to 
work for an inclusive, equitable place 
for everyone to live and feel safe, as 
well as to build an economy where 
every American has the opportunity to 
thrive. 

Thank you to the sit-inners, and 
thank you to Clara Luper for your re-
silience and for giving us the torch to 
carry. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 26 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Father Philip G. Salois, American 
Legion National Chaplain, North 
Smithfield, Rhode Island, offered the 
following prayer: 

Dear Lord, we beseech You to pour 
forth Your grace and blessings on all 
who gather to do the work that the 
people of America elected them to do. 

We pray for peace and harmony when 
we disagree. We pray for the strength 
and will to work out our differences 
and to come up with the best solutions 
that will benefit society as a whole. 

Watch over and protect the men and 
women in uniform, and safeguard them 
from all harm. And we pray You to 
bring them home safely to their fami-
lies and friends. 

We especially remember those who 
are held prisoner in foreign lands, 
those missing in action, as we continue 
to seek them out and bring them home 
to their loved ones. 

We make this prayer in Your name. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. BROWNLEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING FATHER PHILIP G. 
SALOIS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CICILLINE. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today to recognize Father Philip 
Salois, who delivered today’s opening 
prayer. 

Father Phil is a native of 
Woonsocket, Rhode Island, and now 
lives in North Smithfield, Rhode Is-
land, a community that I am proud to 
represent today in Congress. 

He served our country in uniform 
during the Vietnam war as a combat 
infantryman and earned the Silver 
Star for his valor. 

After his service to our country, Fa-
ther Phil felt called to service in an-
other capacity. He was ordained into 
the priesthood on June 10, 1984. 

A few years later, Father Phil joined 
the Veterans Administration in Bos-
ton, where he served as chief of the 
chaplain service from 1993 to 2005. 

Today, he continues to minister to 
veterans in Rhode Island and all across 
America. We owe all of our service-
members and their families an incred-
ible debt of gratitude. 

The men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces represent our 
country’s most important values of 
service, honor, courage, and sacrifice. 
This is especially true of Father Phil, 
who represents the very best of our 
country and my home State of Rhode 
Island. 

I thank him for his service to our 
country and for being here today to 

offer the beautiful opening prayer. We 
are truly honored by his presence. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BLUMENAUER). The Chair will entertain 
up to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 
(Ms. BROWNLEY of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, 2 weeks ago, President Trump 
falsely declared that there was a na-
tional emergency occurring at our 
southern border. 

The real emergency that he should be 
focusing on is the devastating gun vio-
lence epidemic that has torn commu-
nities apart across our country, includ-
ing my own, where we are still mourn-
ing the loss of 12 precious lives at the 
Borderline Bar & Grill in Thousand 
Oaks, California. 

This week, the House will vote on the 
first major gun safety legislation in 
decades. While there is no single an-
swer that will stop all gun violence, 
H.R. 8 and H.R. 1112 are commonsense, 
bipartisan steps to strengthen our 
background check system to keep 
deadly firearms out of the hands of 
those we agree should not have them. 

If the President is serious about ad-
dressing national emergencies, he 
should join us in supporting these bills. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MEP 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, the Hollings Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership program at the 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology is celebrating 30 years of 
success. I am grateful to recognize the 
achievement of MEP in South Caro-
lina. 

Senator Fritz Hollings of South Caro-
lina introduced the legislation that led 
to the creation of the program. It later 
was renamed in his honor. 

The MEP has served over 26,000 com-
panies. It has earned support in Con-
gress for assisting small- to mid-sized 
manufacturers. 

I am grateful that the South Caro-
lina MEP has generated almost $380 
million in new investment and created 
1,361 jobs. It generated almost $2.7 bil-
lion in statewide economic impact. 

In the Second Congressional District, 
it helped to create and retain 989 jobs 
last year and brought in over $30 mil-
lion in new investment. 

I commend these employers for cre-
ating jobs in South Carolina and na-
tionwide. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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